mahatma gandhi and the triumph of aryan culture 32i
in the Himalayas all that the author has seen. His puritanic
attitude in literature does not permit him to tread the path
of pure imagination, but it is neither harsh nor unpleasing.
He has the restless spirit of a literary vagabond who
Joves the open air, the great silent spaces, the lonely to-
wering heights. He yearns for the life of the great sadhus
who roam unrestricted over hill and valley seeking com-
munion with nature. He loves nature, not as a lover,
but as a philosopher. In the tree, in the river, in the
forest, he seeks the hidden meaning, the message of
ancient Rshis who people his imagination. Within the four
walls of the jail, he can love the ant, the bird, the cat, the
ancient tree awaiting death. He can establish friendly
relations with them; he can shed a tear over their misery.
With a classic quotation, he can narrate the cruel incident
of the prisoner cutting grass in front of his cell. Aided by
a quotation from fsnkuntala, he can examine the nest of a
crow. OtrOli Dlvftlo is one of the finest things in our
literature ; we see in it a literary Jacques sucking wisdom
out of the most insignificant incident of jail life.
X
Kaka represents the high-water mark of Samsk^tic in-
fluence. He has no mere justificatory attitude with refer-
ence to Aryan culture or institutions. At no time can you
imagine him to be anything but a Brahmana steeped in
shastric lore. Rama and Krshna, Bali and Gaya live and
move in the world which surrounds him. Conflict with the
Aryan conception of life is either error or sin. Classic
associations are to him living history. There is but one
law in life, the law of Dharma.
The message of Indian history for him is very simple.
The ideal of the Indian people is religious life. Hence, in spite of diversity
of creeds, there is a unity of the ultimate ideal of the individual and society.
The direction of attaining this ideal is also the same. This provides the unity
to the view-point and conduct of the whole people.
He attributes the greatness and permanence of Hindu
culture to—
the ascetic who has given up all worldly contact; who has converted the
fruit overhanging his hut into a beggar's bowl; who has coloured his clothes
with red earth; who has offered to the world the cup of immortality and

